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A chain of indoor
playgrounds where the
fioors and walls are
framipolines. An eco-
friendly home remodeling
company started by a

former management
consultant. & mail-order

razor business.
These are some of the

100 Fastest Growing
Private Companies in Los

mﬂﬂrmgm
over the kst thres years.
In this izsue, leam about
how an unmet craving for
daytime pizza sparked the
idea for this year's No_ 1
ranked company, and
how planting roots in Los
Angeles has helped sev-
eral companies achieve
siratospheric growth.

HSTES] GRI]WING PRIVATE COMPANIES

BE A H

Pizra, Shaving, Fitness:

A glimpse info 100 of the
hottest Los Angeles companies.
S0ime you probably know.
Others you might not. Leam
the secrefs of their success in
our special report.

TECHNOLOGY: Some question
if uBeam system just hot air.

By GARRETT REIM Siaff Reporter

Meredith Perry has bold ideas.

For starters, there’s her notion to replace
intercity car commuting with rides on small per-
sonal blimps. Then there's her idea to mix
shampoo with a material wsed to waterproof
electronics, so that you don't need an umbrella
when 1t rains.

But perhaps the boldest — and most controver-
sial — 15 Perry’s attempt to wirelessly charpe elec-
tronics, such as cellphones, using wltrasomc
waves sent through the air

That 1dea is being tackled by the 26-year-old's

Skeptics Zap Wireless Charging

Santa Monica startup,
uBeam Inc.. which has
raised millions in funding

I'I'II“II:II'I from a number of big-time

Amount of venture capitalists, includ-
venture funding ing Menlo Park's
mised by uBeam.  Andreesen Horowitz,

Santa Monica’s Upfroot
Yentures, Peter Thiel s Founder's Fund as well
as billionaire Mark Coban and Yahoo Inc
Chicf Executive Marissa Mayer.

However, despite being lavded as the next big
thing in enerzy technology, the feasibality of uBeam’s
plan 15 increasingly plagued by skepticism.

'C'um':rtmg ultrasonic waves nto electncal
energy 15 rudimentanly possible — and indeed not

Please see TECHNOLONGY page 57

How Club’s Hype
Pushed Prices Up

By HANNAH MIET Saff Reporter

Building prices almost tripled in the southem cor-
ner of downtown LA's Arts Dhstnict thanks to mumors
that swanky London private club Sohoe House was
MoVINg in.

When buzz began to swid in the first quarter of the
year, buildings were trading for an average of 3242 a
square foot in the area from the 10 freeway up to
Seventh Street to the north and Alameda Street to the
west, said Henry Gjestrum, a senior analyst in the
downtown Los Angeles office of Jones Lang LaSalle
Ime. By the ime the deal for Soho House fmally closed

Pleaze see REAL ESTATE page 52

What 1t takes to get ahead.
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IMPRENTA COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

Pasaiena

BUSINESS: Pubiic
relafions, adverdising
and media

FOUNDED: 201 ; .
TWO-YEAR REVENUE GROWTH: 670 percent

2014 REVENUE: 313.6 million

» Responses from Chief Execitive Ronald Wong

What did you do to achieve this rate

of growth?

In order to achieve growth, Imprenta slightly
changed 1ts business model. We switched
from being a stnictly public relations firm to
also focusing on advertising and media bays.

How did you manage the growing
workload? For example, did you have

to add space, hire more employees or
move into new facilities?

Yes to all. Luckily, there was space available
next door to us, 5o that part was simple. We
are constantly hinng io meet the growing
needs of
Imprenta. We
went from a
small office

of 12 to nearly
20 virtually
overmght. It's
fun to adapt o
the challenges
of this
business!

What were
the biggest
obstacles
holding you

On Scena: Wong at
Pasadena's Imprenta.

back from growing? How did you over-
come them?

Having to manapge a business and clients at
the same tme. Getting the staff and {put-
ting them) in the nght positions 1s a chal-
lenge. Doing things that you haven't done
before. What pot you here won't get you
there.

How do you manage expectations afier
such strong growth?

It can be difficult to accurately gauge whene
expectations should be set for our team and
the clients since we've grown so fast. We
learn how to best set reasonable expecta-
tions by placing protocols and processes in
place s0 we can train and recruit positive

and hard-working staff.

What's the most important lesson you've
learned over the last thres years?

| am constantly leaming new things.

Through the wps and downs, my main pninci-

ple of *To each what they want and deserve”™
has stood the test of dme. There are tao
parts io this staiement, and while the “wani”
part 15 where most people focuos, the real
focus should be on the “deserve”™ part, which
is the work you're willing to do to make all
of vour wants and desires come true.

Iz thare amything you would have
dona differomntiy?

It's imporiznt to leam from the past.
We've leamed a lot about Imprenta’s needs
and how to hire the nght people to meet
those demands.

Doas your location in the LA, area halp
or hinder your growth?

Ultimately, our location helps. We'ne based in
the San Gabriel Valley, which is one of the

most diverse areas of the state.

ALLIED WALLET

West Hallwood

BUSINESS: Payment-
processing solutions
for online merchanis

FOUNDED: 2005

TWO-YEAR REVENUE GROWTH: 580 percent

2014 REVENUE: §42 million

» Responses from Chief Executive
Andy Khawaja

What did you do to achieve this rate

of growth?

["ve spent a lot of tme focusing on con-
sumer and merchant needs. [ know what
they're looking for. My company and I work
hard to creaie and deliver. We work hard o
accommodate them.

How did you manage the growing
workload? For example, did you have
to add space, hire more employeas or
move into new facilities?

As the company grew, we had io increase
our number of employess, expand our main
offices and open up offices in three addi-
bonal countnes in five years o service the
business there.

What were the biggest obstacles
holding you back from growing?

How did you overcome them?

My biggest obstacle was working with
banks. Sometimes they lack understanding
and are not tech savvy. They are old
school and [ find myself having to school
them and teach them. They didn't under-
stand e-commerce and its potential.

How do you manage expectations after

Making Bank: Khawaja at Wast
Hollywood's Allied Wallat.

such strong growth?

[ maintain very high expectations. In busi-
ness, you' |l always have ups and downs.
But if you keep your expectations high.
even your downs will keep you at the top.

What's the most important lesson you've
leamad over the last throo years?

I've learmed the value in balding and main-
taining fnendships and understanding with
merchants. Also, the focus of your business
should not be only on money. The focus
should be on the technology you're develop-
ing and the service you offer. It's about gv-
ing people the best there 1s.

I there anything you would have done

No. I feed hike I'm on the nght path to end-
less success.

Does your location in the LA area halp
of hind er your growth?

It definitely helps. Los Angeles 15 the center
of the world.

Accounting for the past, planning for the fumure
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- NEXT WEEK
FASTEST GROWING PRIVATE COMPANIES The Largest Talent Agencies and
L.A. County-based; ranked by 2012-14 revenue growth Erwironmental Firms in LA County
Rank | Compamy [Ranking im 2014) Percantage | Reveaue' | Employees | Description Profile Top Executive
E m Hhm & QA m = Hrd # LA Cownrly = pllr FoEreled | + RlEy
Fast-Fen'd P s the = BEEFRS In Revenue | sz + (ol s alifices « fitls
Tastest growing company * ety o LY L [casmtyiial] | = phass
headquariared in Los Blaze Fast-Fire'd Plzza 4260% | Sa28 700 | fast-casual bulld-your-gwn 2011 | Jim Mizes
Angeles County, ranked by 35 N. Laks Ave., Suits 710 $5.5 4,000 | artisanal pizza restaurants 17/95 | President, COD
ravenua growth from 2012 e o Pasadena 91101 £0.8 (625) 584-5880
i 2014. The Pasadena- : blazepizza.com
basad build-your-own pizza Payscaut Inc. 4,124 57 10 | global payment processing 2012 | Clsvetand Brown/Manpraet Thaper
chain opened its second 9 5500 Sapubveda Bhd. 25 15 | prowider 12 | CEQVPresidant
location in 2012 in vine. Sharman Oaks 91411 a1 {828) 689-6084
By the end of 2016, it plans PO i :
to open its 200¢h location. &t | Alta Verde Group 2935 520 3 | residential real estate. =~ 2008 | Andrew N. Adier/David B. Kivitz
has 95 rest N 3 1801 Cantury Park East, Suite 2220 206 20 | development company building 12 | Chairman, CEQ/Mznaging Director
_[:IllEIlij f Los Angsies SO0GT 1.7 for ==i= master-planned {310) 285-8206
n 20 siaies. ; altaverdegroup.com communities
Elevate Services Ime. 2384 10.7 16 | legal servica providar 2012 | Liam Brown
4 10250 Constalistion Bivd., Suits 2815 34 306 28 | Chairman
Los Angeles S00GT 0.4 {310 853-8444
SHAVE Dol ; elavatasaryices.com
m&mﬁ?ﬁ “ifl'ﬂlﬂ I Dualiar Shave Clab Inc. 1,525 B5.0 135 | razors and grooming products 20112 | Michael R. Dubin
: ] 13335 Maxella Ave. 19.0 135 212 | CED
Saries [ funding round. Tha  b-eerveeeee e Marina Dsf Rey 20262 4.0 pré@dollarshaveciub.com
company currently has 22 | dollarshaveciub.com
million memibers. s Treeium Inc. 1,418 4.5 91 | general cantracting 2010 | Maty Ginsburg
6 5352 Laural Canyon Bied., Suite 300 11.3 kL] 15 | CED
Valley Villaga 91607 1.6 (855) 833-8733
treaium.com
Omyx Distribution Imc. A E] 6.1 5 | manufacture and distribution of 2011 | Arssian Rahbarpoon
7 866 E. Pico Bhed. 4.1 5 | electronics 11 | David Damavandi
Los Angeles S0021 0.8 CED=
omyadist.cam (310) S45-6750
(utdoor Technology 00 2.0 15 | wireless audio products and 20M0 | Caro Krissman
8 ST02 W. Pico Bivd, 3.0 21 | nugged portabds powsr 172 | CED
Los Anpsis=s SO010 1.0 accessories designad for activa {310) 6770180
outdoortechnology.com litestyles and outdoor uss
impreata Communlcations Braup &7 19.6 12 | advertising and public reiations 2001 | Ronald W. Wang
g 300 5. Raymond Ave., Suits a3 16 12 | CED, Presidant
Pasadena 1106 25 {626) J00-6630
icgworldwide.com
Allied Wallst (17) S840 42.0 48 | paymant procassing solutions 2005 | Andy Khareajz
10 2000 W. Sunsst Bhvd,, Suite 820 156 1,087 | for online merchants 18 | GED
Wast Hollywood 20063 g2 [(888) 255-1137
allizdwallet com
THH Pharmacy | [14) 543 240.2 &4 | spacialty pharmacy 2008 | Awvetis Minasyan/
11 15211 Vanowan 5t , Suits 302 101.3 7q 11 | Raymaond Shireznyan
WVan Nuys 91405 ard President/V.P.
tnhpharmacy.com (8148) 968-1288
AmdioMicra Inc. (&) 58 125 20 | products and senvices that 2007 | Ryan Bom
12 13351-0 Riversids Drive, Suita 218 54 30 | prowide, profact and monstize i | CED
Sharman Oaks 91423 22 assets across digital distribution {818) 651-6311
audiomicroing.com platiorms
Prime Five Homes 515 6.2 30 | real estate development and 2006 | Maysr Dahan
13 B39 N. Man=fiald Ave, ar 30 | philanthrogy 44 | CED
Los Angsi=s SO038 1.0 {323) 535-8244
primefivehomes.com
Scapaly 452 21 130 | touchscraen antartzinment 2011 | Waltar Drivar
14 3530 Hayden Ave., Suita A 18.0 140 | netwark i | CED
Culver City 80232 58 {323) 400-85614
scopely.com
Rainmaker Ad Wenturss 435 B.g8 2 | online media buying agsncy 2004 | Drew Kossoff
15 13453 Bayliss Road 44 2 i1 | CED
Los Angeies SO0M0 1.6 (310 T46-5125
rainmakeradventuras com
Wesirax Machinery Inc. {16} ] a4 A | equipmant deslership that rents, 20111 | klichael Lalonda
16 18618 5. Susana Aoad - A | sells, and sarvicas new and used 112 | Prasident
Rancho Dominguez 80221 14 hieavy construction aguipment {310) G05-2000
westraxmachinary.nst
ACOURSITION: Last yaar, Boldca Precious Metals 369 2.6 44 | assists clients to add gold and 2006 | Trevor Gerst
Account Controd Technology : 17 18510 Vantwra Bhed., Suita 1049 1.6 45 | silver to qualified retiremsnt 11 | CEQ
Inc. establishad Account i Tarmna 81356 6.1 accoumnts {855) 465-3472
w]’m I_m : Eﬂldmrﬂﬂlwmﬁ.mm
Inc. That company acquired . Accaumt Control Techmology 367 2087 60 | provider of consulative debt 1850 | Dale J. Van Dellen/Mabil Kabbani
Convergent Resources | R @ Haldings Inc. (42} 8.7 4,00 | management, collection, call 118 | Chairman/CED
5 4 21700 Dwonard St Suita 1400 4.8 center and business office {818) T112-49%
Holdings. a national provider Woodland Hills 91367 solutions
of consumer comtact accountcontrol com
outsourcing, receivablas i eSalen.com (7) 355 7.0 75 | customized besuty solutions that 2010 | Francisco Gimenez
managemant and revanue i 19 10361 Jefiarson Bhvd. 10.8 75 | ofters individually made-to-order il | CED
cycl manapement sorvices. Culbver City 80232 a7z at-home hair color, hair care (310) B46-810
gsalon.cam products
Marilsac:hi (T} 30 228 1230 | custom LED manufacturer for 2007 | Farzad DMbachi
20 1515 240th 5t i0.2 121 | high output commercial and i | GED
Harbor City 20710 52 industrial salutions {855) 283-110d
noribachi_com
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